
Speech-Language Pathology (SLP) Defined 
What is Speech and Language Pathology? 
Speech-Language Pathology is a field of expertise practiced by a clinician known as a 
speech-language pathologist (SLP), also called speech and language therapist, or 
speech therapist, who specializes in the evaluation and treatment of communication 
disorders, voice disorders, and swallowing disorders. 

Pathologists 
Working with the full range of human communication and its disorders, speech-
language pathologists: 

- Evaluate and diagnose speech, language, cognitive-communication and swallowing 
disorders. 
- Treat speech, language, cognitive-communication and swallowing disorders in 
individuals of all ages, from infants to the elderly. 

 

In addition, speech-language pathologists may: 

- Teach in college and university programs. 
- Manage agencies, clinics, organizations, or private practices. 
- Engage in research to enhance knowledge about human communication processes. 
- Supervise and direct public school or clinical programs. 
- Develop new methods and products to evaluate and treat speech-language disorders. 

Teamwork 
Speech-Language Pathologists often work as part of a team, which may include 
teachers, physicians, audiologists, psychologists, social workers, rehabilitation 
counselors and others. Corporate speech-language pathologists also work with 
employees to improve communication with their customers. 

 


